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OPTIONS 4 ADOPTION, INC.
HOME STUDY AGREEMENT, FEE SCHEDULE AND REFUND POLICY 

**Be sure to return ALL six pages to your case worker**
This Home Study Agreement, Fee Schedule, and Refund Policy is a binding contract between parties made and entered in to on this _____ day of ________________________, 202___ by and between Options 4 Adoption, Inc., (herein known as “Options 4 Adoption”) a registered not-for-profit corporation having its main office located at: 1014 Park Manor Terrace NW, Marietta, GA 30064, and:
___________________________________________________________​_____________________________, individual(s) residing at 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Options 4 Adoption shall conduct a home study assessment/investigation of the prospective adoptive parent(s) (i.e. “client(s)”; “applicant(s)”; “adoptive parent(s)) in order to determine the prospective adoptive family’s suitability for the adoption of a child (or children) under applicable standards as governed by the laws and regulations, requirements and guidelines, of the State of Georgia.  The prospective adoptive family will pay Options 4 Adoption for its time in conducting and compiling the home study report and for the responsibility assumed by Options 4 Adoption in approving or disapproving the prospective adoptive family for adoption (i.e. the home study fee).

The determination regarding approval or disapproval of the prospective adoptive family is within the sole discretion of Options 4 Adoption.  The prospective adoptive family acknowledges that Options 4 Adoption makes no guarantee that the family’s Home Study Report will be approved, or that an approved Home Study Report will result in a child being placed with the prospective adoptive family for purposes of adoption. 

The prospective adoptive family shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless, Options 4 Adoption from and against any and all claims, liabilities, damages, costs, expenses, actions, causes, or actions arising from or related to Options 4 Adoption’s conduct of the home study preparer, unless such claims, liabilities, damages costs, expenses, actions, or causes of action solely arise from or relate to Options 4 Adoption’s gross negligence or intentional misconduct.

The prospective adoptive family understands that in the course of the adoption process, certain documents, considered to be confidential, may need to be made available to additional persons for specific purposes related to the adoption process. The prospective adoptive family authorizes Options 4 Adoption to release such information as it is deemed necessary for the period noted on the signed HIPAA form.

The prospective adoptive family understands that they must comply with all applicable adoption regulations established by the State of Georgia, the adoption placement agency, and U.S. Immigration if applicable.  The applicant(s), and Options 4 Adoption, understand that because each party has entered into this agreement voluntarily, as such, either party may terminate this agreement by giving written notice to the other party.  Any fees paid to Options 4 Adoption up to that point are non-refundable.
Any dispute, controversy, or claim between the parties hereto arising out of, or relating to, this Contract, or the breach of any term or condition herein, which cannot be settled by negotiation, shall be settled by mediation, the cost of which shall be covered by the client(s)/prospective adoptive parent(s). Said mediation is to be administered by a single arbitrator of the American Arbitration Association, under its Commercial Arbitration Rules.  The judgment of the arbitrator may be entered in any court having jurisdiction thereof.  The place of such arbitration shall be in Cobb County, State of Georgia.  Furthermore, the arbitrator shall award the prevailing party the costs of arbitration, including but not limited to, related attorney and court fees.

NOTE:  The withholding of information, or providing incorrect information, which is material to Options 4 Adoption‘s legal responsibility to investigate an applicant’s suitability as a prospective adoptive parent(s) in connection with either existing or 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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prospective adoption proceedings, or in anticipation of the placement of a child with the applicant for adoption, are grounds for the immediate termination of this contract by Options 4 Adoption and the forfeiture of all payments made by the applicant(s) to Options 4 Adoption to that point.  Examples of material omissions or misrepresentations of applicants which may prompt Options 4 Adoption to terminate the contract are as follows: the withholding of information, or providing of incorrect information, relating to an arrest, criminal history, child abuse history, sexual abuse history, conviction, the alleged commission of a misdemeanor or felony, or any criminal record arising out of an arrest; and the withholding of information, or the providing of incorrect information, concerning the applicant’s biographical, social-economic, or medical histories to include, but is not limited to, psychiatric diagnosis’.  A substantiated child abuse history record that was not disclosed at the start of the home study process is also grounds for immediate termination of this contract.
ESTIMATED TIME TO COMPLETE THE HOME STUDY REPORT:   A home study report can be completed in as little as three to four weeks provided all required documentation has been received by this agency, and all three required meetings have taken place with the applicant’s case worker.  The time that it takes to complete the home study report is largely dependent upon how quickly the adoptive family can gather the documentation required by the State of Georgia.  Once all required documentation is obtained, and the required meetings have been completed, the client(s) will typically receive a draft of their home study report within one to two weeks.
This agency reserves the right to close the applicants file if there is no progress on the home study report due to inactivity for a period of six (6) months or greater.  If the file is to be kept open, the applicants will be billed at the fees in effect at the re-start the home study process provided it has been less than one year.  An applicants’ file may be kept active if an update meeting and resultant fee is received at the one-year mark.  If the home study is put on hold (i.e. inactive) for more than one year, the full report fee will be collected when the applicant is ready to begin the home study process again.  If it takes more than one year to complete the home study report, this agency reserves the right to request a home study update fee at the one-year point of the date on the home study application provided.

The adoptive family will have an opportunity to review the home study report draft prior to its release.  The completed home study will be issued and sent to the client in a timely fashion after approval.  If an international home study report is being issued, this agency will coordinate with your Hague accredited primary provider agency to ensure the report is completed according to the guidelines of the prospective adoptive child’s country of origin.

The adoptive family will receive four (4) notarized original home study reports with copies of the agency license attached to each.  For international adoptions, if you require more than four copies of your home study report, please coordinate with your home study case worker at the time the report is to be released.  There is a $30 fee for each additional report requested once the initial report has been released.  Copies of any documentation received directly by the agency (i.e. child abuse checks, GBI results) will also be sent to the client.  A receipt for services will be provided and must be maintained in the clients’ personal records for income tax purposes.
SERVICES PROVIDED:  Options 4 Adoption is a licensed home study agency only.  By choice, we do not place children for adoption, do not work directly with birth mothers, and we do not provide foster care services.  We are licensed to complete adoptive home study reports for families who wish to adopt privately either domestically or internationally.  We also prepare court reports, home study amendments, and post placement reports for domestic and international adoptions.  By signing this contract, the client(s) understands that a private home study report issued by this agency cannot be used for the adoption of children residing in state care unless the states involved in the adoption have given prior written consent to using a private home study report (this is rare).
FEE STRUCTURE:  Fees paid for services rendered are earned at the time of payment. The agency’s current fee schedule is provided below.  ALL FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE ONCE PAID. 
**NOTE:  This agency reserves the right to request additional fees if a case is so complicated as to warrant an unusually increased amount of additional work beyond that of a typical home study report.  Any additional fees will be discussed with the family and determined at that time.
HOME STUDY REPORT FEE:  The domestic home study report fee is $1600 total for private domestic adoptions.  The application fee of $200 is due when the application is sent to our office.  Then, $800 is due at the first meeting and the remaining $600 is due at the last meeting.   Separately, any round trip mileage costs incurred, using the current IRS mileage rate: https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/standard-mileage-rates, are to be paid directly to the case worker at the third meeting.  
The international report fee is $2000 for private international adoptions.  The application fee of $200 is due when the application is sent to our office.  Then, $1,000 is due at the first meeting and the remaining $800 is due at the last meeting.  Separately, any round trip mileage costs incurred, using the current IRS mileage rate listed above, are to be paid directly to the case worker at the third meeting.
The fees as described above are due prior to the date of the subsequently scheduled meeting.  If the fees due are not received by the date of the scheduled meeting, your meeting will be re-scheduled to a later date.  Checks, Zelle, or Paypal are preferred methods of payment, but we do have other avenues of online payment if needed.  THESE FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE once paid.  
  
EXPEDITED HOME STUDY FEE:  A home study report may be expedited (subject to the approval of the agency Directors) for an additional fee of $500.  THIS FEE IS NON-REFUNDABLE once paid. 

ADDITIONAL NOTARIZED ORIGINALS OF HOME STUDY REPORTS:  Options 4 Adoption will provide the adoptive family with four (4) notarized originals of their home study report.  We will also provide all documents needed for a domestic or an international home study report, or foreign dossier, that are required from this agency at the time your report is released.  Additional original home study reports and/or home study documents needed for any adoption, which are requested after the initial home study report has been released, are available at $30 per document. Payment must be sent to our main office before the request is processed.  THIS FEE IS NON-REFUNDABLE.

  

HOME STUDY UPDATE FEE:  Domestic home study reports remain valid for one year from the report approval date.  All documentation provided for the home study report remains valid for twelve months from the date on the particular document, i.e. the paperwork will expire before the report actually expires.  All paperwork must be current at the time it is processed through Georgia’s ICPC office following placement of a child.  It is the client’s sole responsibility to keep supporting documentation current and to contact this agency six to eight weeks prior to the report’s expiration.  Failure to do so will delay your ability to receive approval to come home with your child.  If you are a former Options 4 Adoption client, a home study update fee of $800 will be collected at the time of the home study update meeting with no application fee.  If you are a new client to Options 4 Adoption, a fee of $1,200 ($200 application fee plus $1,000 report fee), is due and payable by the date of the one required home study meeting.  Additional fees include the round-trip mileage to the clients’ home which is paid directly to the case worker according to IRS mileage rates in place at the time of the meeting.  THIS FEE IS NON-REFUNDABLE.
International home study reports are valid for the length of U.S. Immigration (USCIS) approval on the I-600A/I-800A petition form.  This is typically 15 to 18 months.  It is the sole responsibility of the adoptive family to contact Options 4 Adoption to update their home study report at least eight weeks prior to the expiration of their Immigration (USCIS) approval.  For a Hague compliant international home study report update, the fee is $1,000 for former clients as the application fee is waived; and $1,200 plus the $200 application fee ($1,400), for new clients.  This fee is due prior to the one required home study meeting.  Additional fees include the round-trip mileage to the clients’ home which is paid directly to the case worker according to IRS mileage rates in place at the time of the meeting .  THIS FEE IS NON-REFUNDABLE. 

    
HOME STUDY AMENDMENT FEES:  Revisions to the home study report, or amendments (i.e. change in parameters of the adoptive child, new legal issue, medical health issue, etc.) that are required after the final home study report has been written, approved, and released to the adoptive family, are assessed at $200 for a domestic home study amendment and $300 for an international home study amendment.  A home study amendment needed when moving to a new home is charged at $500, plus round-trip case worker mileage to inspect the new residence.  To convert a valid domestic home study report to a Hague compliant international home study report, or vice versa, will be assessed at $500.  These fees are due and payable at the time the report amendment is made.  THESE FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE. 
ON HOLD FILE FEES:  If the adoptive family puts their home study report on hold, a fee of $500 will be assessed per annual meeting needed to keep the file current.   THIS FEE IS NON-REFUNDABLE.  After three years of a file being on hold and with no completion of a home study report, the file is closed even if the family has paid the annual meeting fee.  After those three years, the home study process must start from the beginning at the full fee in place at the time of service.  Options 4 Adoption reserves the right to close inactive files after six months. 
POST PLACEMENT SUPERVISION AND REPORT FEES:  Post placement reports are required of every adoption, whether it be a domestic or international placement.  Post placement requirements are determined by the state/country of the adoptive child’s origin and as such, vary greatly.  It is the sole responsibility of the adoptive family to contact Options 4 Adoption to begin post-placement services in compliance with agency, state, and/or inter country regulations according to the schedule of their placement agency.  Payment for these services are paid directly to Options 4 Adoption and are due prior to each visit, plus round-trip mileage to the clients’ home which is paid directly to the case worker according to IRS mileage rates in place at the time of the meeting.  NOTE: Failure to comply with required post placement reporting will delay the finalization of your adoption.  If the client does not complete the required reports in a timely manner, which ultimately puts this agency’s reputation and/or license in peril, this agency reserves the right to take legal action against the client due to “breach of contract”.  
The post placement report fee of $350 for a domestic report, and $400 for an international report, are paid directly to Options 4 Adoption, and are due before the time of each post-placement visit.  The round-trip mileage of the case worker to the clients’ home is due at the time of the visit and paid directly to the case worker according to IRS mileage rates in place at the time of the meeting.  If the report(s)/visits include additional children, the assessed fee is an additional $50 per child.  THIS FEE IS NON-REFUNDABLE.  

COURT REPORT FEE:  If a court report is needed for an adoption finalization, Options 4 Adoption will complete the Court Report for a fee of $350.  The report will not be sent to the judge for finalization until this fee is received.  THIS FEE IS NON-REFUNDABLE.  

MILEAGE FEES:  Mileage costs of the case worker to and from the clients’ home, or agreed upon meeting place, will be assessed at the IRS mileage reimbursement guidelines in place at the time of the meeting.  THESE FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE and are paid directly to the case worker.  We do not charge additional fees for travel time, only for miles travelled. https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/standard-mileage-rates 
RECEIPT FOR SERVICES RENDERED:  The adoptive family will receive a receipt listing the fees paid to this agency when the home study/post placement report, amendment, or court report is issued.  It is the clients responsibility to retain these receipts for the adoption tax credit purposes.
GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE:  All applicants shall have the right to appeal grievances.  Applicants agree not to engage an attorney and/or enter into litigation.  Should a difference arise between an applicant and their adoption case worker, such differences must be settled in the following manner:  

 

Grievances should first be discussed with the adoption case worker involved.  If the difference is not resolved, the applicant should inform the adoption case worker in writing as to the nature of the grievance within two working weeks.  If needed, the Case Work Supervisor can then get involved.  At that time, the applicant should request a conference with the agency’s Executive Directors.  If needed, the Executive Directors will meet with the applicant(s) within two working weeks of the date of receipt of the applicant’s written grievance request.  The Executive Directors will render a decision, in writing, to the applicant(s) and the case worker, within two weeks after the conference.  The decision of the Co-Executive Directors is final.  

 

If this procedure does not result in an agreeable resolution, the applicants may choose to participate in an objective, professional mediation service and abide by the recommended resolution.  The adoptive applicants are responsible for all fees associated with these mediation services.  
FIREARM SAFETY:  The prospective adoptive family must make Options 4 Adoption aware of the existence of all firearms kept in the home.  Said firearms must be safely secured in a locked gun case, with a trigger lock installed on the firearm, and made inaccessible to any minors in the home.  Ammunition must be stored in a separate and secure locked location. This is required prior to the approval of the home report.  The home visit cannot take place until all firearms have been safely secured.  If there are no firearms in the home at the time of the home study meetings, the adoptive family must agree to inform Options 4 Adoption if any firearms are brought into the home prior to finalization of the adoption or during the post-placement supervisory period. 
                                                                    Fee Schedule - for DOMESTIC ADOPTIONS
Cash, checks, and online bill pay are accepted.  We do not accept credit cards.

                                                         THERE ARE NO REFUNDS ONCE FEES HAVE BEEN PAID
Service
Fee

Application Fee
$200 to be sent with the application 
Home Study Report Fee
$1,400*

*If your home study requires an unusual amount of additional work, the agency reserves the right to request an additional fee.  To be discussed with your case worker. 

Expedited Home Study Report Fee
Additional $500
Home Study Update Fee
Former O4A clients: $800 plus round-trip case worker mileage, due at the time of the home visit.  New clients: $1,000, plus $200 application fee, plus round-trip case worker mileage, due at the home visit.  

Home Study Amendment Fee
$200 - $500 depending upon the circumstances necessitating the amendment/addendum.  A round trip mileage fee will apply if the amendment requires a new home inspection.  

On-Hold File Fees
$500 per annual meeting up to three years 
Post Placement Supervision Fee
$350 per report plus round-trip mileage of the case worker.   IRS mileage rates in place at the time of the meeting will be assessed
Adoption Court Report Fee
$350 – fee must be received before the release of the Court Report.

Additional Home Study Reports
Four notarized original home study reports are provided. If additional reports (or documentation) are requested after the home study report has been issued, each additional report/document is assessed a fee of $30.

Mileage Fee
Mileage rates are charged at IRS guidelines I place at the time of service and are in addition to the fees posted above.  Mileage is payable directly to the case worker and is due on the final home study visit and at the time of service for post placement reports or amendments.

This Home Study Agreement and  Fee Schedule Contract shall be governed by, and construed in, accordance with the laws and regulations of the State of Georgia.  By signing below, the prospective adoptive parent(s) acknowledges and agrees to abide by the information listed in this document for a domestic home study report.  Applicants further understand that said information is made a part of this agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed and agreed to this domestic Home Study Agreement / Fee Schedule / Refund Policy Contract as of the date written below.

_______________________________________   _________     ______________________________________   __________

Adoptive Parent #1
Date                Adoptive Parent #2 
Date

_______________________________________   _________     
    

Home Study Case Worker                
                Date
Fee Schedule - for INTERNATIONAL ADOPTIONS
Cash, checks, and online bill pay are accepted.  We do not accept credit cards.

                                                          THERE ARE NO REFUNDS ONCE FEES HAVE BEEN PAID

Service
Fee

Application Fee
$200 to be sent with the application

Home Study Report Fee
$1,800*

*If your home study requires an unusual amount of additional work, this agency reserves the right to request an additional fee.  To be discussed with your case worker. 

Expedited Home Study Report Fee
Additional $500

Home Study Update Fee
Former O4A clients: $1,000 plus round-trip caseworker mileage, due at the time of the home visit.  New clients: $1,200 (plus $200 application fee) plus round-trip mileage, due at the time of the home visit.  

Home Study Amendment Fee
$200 - $500 depending upon circumstances necessitating the amendment/addendum.  A round trip mileage fee will apply if the amendment requires a home visit.  

On Hold File Fees
$500 per annual meeting up to three years
Post Placement Supervision Fee
$400 per required post placement report, plus round-trip mileage of the case worker.  Fees increase by $50 per additional child when reporting for two or more children in the same report.  If a separate report is required for each child, the fee is $300 per additional report.
Additional Home Study Reports
Four to six notarized original home studies are provided, as well as any documentation required from this agency for your foreign dossier. If additional reports or documents are requested after the home study report has been issued, each additional report/document is assessed a fee of $30.

Mileage Fee
Mileage rates are charged at IRS guidelines in place at the time of service and are in addition to the fees posted above.  Mileage is payable directly to the case worker and is due on the final home study visit and at the time of service for post placement reports or amendments.

This Home Study Agreement and Contract shall be governed by, and construed in, accordance with the laws and regulations of the State of Georgia.  By signing below, the prospective adoptive parent(s) acknowledges and agrees to abide by the information listed in this document for international home study reports.  Applicants further understand that said information is made a part of this agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed and agreed to this international Home Study Agreement / Fee Schedule / Refund Policy as of the date written below.

_______________________________________   _________     ______________________________________   __________

Adoptive Parent #1
Date                Adoptive Parent #2 
Date
_______________________________________   _________     
    

Home Study Case Worker                
                Date
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